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AN ARRL AFFILIA TED CLUB MAY ISSUE- 2010

PreS|dentS Talk among yourselves, find a candidate who will let
your natural champions rise to the surface and risk

Corner expressing themselves. Bless you all!
New England QSO Party Day 2

When: SundayMay 02 2010 @ 09:08M EDT -
08:00PM

Where: CAARA Club House

Well! Spring is finally here, with buds on the trees, Description:

hailstones in the aiand everyone getting ready for ~ CAARA will be participating this year in the New

the summer seasowe had a greapril, with the England QSO Partirhis is a two day everithere
SkyWarnTraining at the Lanesville community center will be stations for all to work in all modes. This is
being very well attended (I just got my card inthe  your chance to operate in a HF contest and sharpen
mail) the spring dinner was fun (new restaurant next your skills before Field DayControl operators will be
time, I'm taking suggestions) and the final few dollarsgyailable for those not licensed or on frequencies not
from the hamfest tricked in (about $2300 in all for ourcovered by your license.Further information will be

net gain). supplied by Caaramail and via this web site.

by Curtis AA3JE

May is, or course, the month where we plan for the Samuel Morse who introduced telegraph

big event of the yeaFIELD DAY, coming up in June. communications in the Unitedeies, was born 219
Jim (W1DDX) has been holding meetings and we areyears ago today ofpril 27, 1791 in Charlestown,
going to be a serious contender this yBack’s CW Massachusetts.
crew are polishing their skills, and the second floor of

the club is awash with contests (Spring QSO Party) On 24th of May

and gear and preparations. 1844, he famously
sent the message

May is a sad month for me, since we will have no  “What hath God
meetings in July andugust, the June meetings will  wrought” (quoting
be consumed with preparations for FIELD ¥YAnd Numbers 23:23) by
September with the preparations for SNUAL telegraph from
MEETING. My tenure as club president is drawing to Washington D.C to
a close and | would like to take a few minutes to Baltimore.

exhort potential candidates and to express my opinion

on CAARA as a club. The telegraph

Morse code used in
We are, in the opinion of tl&RRL, one of the those days diéred
strongest clubs in New Englantle license new in a number of respects from the International Morse
hams, we train new hams, we operate as hams and wede used today and a description of thiedéhces
celebrate older hamg/e are recognized by our can be found at

communities as a force for good, and we can be http://en.wikipedia.ag/wiki/American_Morse_code

rightly proud of a spotless record of community and BREAKING NEWS: Charlie Anderson-
clvic service. WI1U, our former club President, is now a
It is all due to youYou have given me such pride and silent key. Watch the GloucesterDaily

such hope that | cannot express it, so | wemen try  Times for funeral arrangements.




CAARA Newsletter

CapeAnn Amateur Radio Association
6 Sanwood $reet

Gloucester MA 01930

CAARA Newsletter is a monthly publication of thg
CapeAnn Amateur RadidAssociation (CAARA).
It is the policy of the editor to publish all materi
submitted by the membership provided su
material is in good taste, relevant to amateur ra
and of interest to CAARA members, and spac
available. Material is accepted on a first come, fi
serve basisArticles and other materials may b
submitted by internet to Jon at kltp@arrl.net.
possible, material should be irfWord

format.Material may also be submitted as hard ¢
to Jon-K1TPor any Club Clicer.

All material published in the CAARA Newslette
may be reproduced for noncommericial u
provided such use credits both the CAARA and t
author of the article. Copyrighted material will n
be accepted without accompanying writt
permission to publish.

The opinions expressed in the CAARA Newslett
are solely those of the editor or other contribut
and do not necessarily reflect the opions of eith
the Board of Directors or membership of CAARA

Jon Cunningham-Editor
K1TP
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President: Curti8Vright AA3JE
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Welcome to CAARA:;

CAARA, anARRL affiliated club, operates the 2
meterW1GLO repeater on 145.130 MHz with
antennas located on the Cingular tower in the
Blackburn Industrial Complex in Gloucester
Massachusetts. It has an averadective radius
of 60 miles, and serves Eastern Massachusetts,
Cape Cod, Rhode Island, Southern New
Hampshire, and maritime mobile stations.
CAARA also operates tH&1GLO repeater on
224.900.TheW1RK 443.700 repeater with
antennas located in Magnolia is owned and
operated by club member Ralph Karcher and it
too is available for club use.

TheAssociation is one of the few amateur radio
clubs that has its own clubhouse. Located at 6
Stanwood &eet in Gloucestert includes a
permanent HF station with rotating beam and
vertical antenna along with a 2 meter packet
station and 2 meter voice and 220 MHz
transceivers.

Amateur radio exams are held on the second
Sunday of each month at 10:00AM at the
CAARA clubhouse Anyone who is considering
a new license or an upgrade, is welcome to test
with us.There is no pre-registration necessary
Contact the head of oME team Bob Quinn if
you have any questions about monthly testing.

Monthly member meetings are held on the first
wednesday of each month at 7:30 PM except for
July andAugust.

Each Sunday evening at 9:00pm, the club
operates a 2 meter net on 145.134is is an
open and informal net which disseminates club
news and prepares operators for egaecy
communications workAll are invited to check
into the net as club membership is not a
requirement.



Ham Radio Growing In The Age Of Twitter  more than 30,000 new applicants signed up to become
m radio operators, according to Maria Somma, an

Only a few years ago, blogs listed ham radio alongs'@%icial with theAmerican Radio Relay League.

35 mm film andvHS tape
as technologies slated to
disappear

At a ham radio convention neatr. S
Louis, the crowd swapping antenna
parts and other equipment is mostly
male, and over 50. But 15-yeald
Jonathan Dunn is attending along
with his fatherHe says Facebook
and texting are fun, but making
friends using a $200 radio that
doesnt come with monthly fees is

They were wrong.

Nearly 700,00@\mericans
have ham radio licenses
— up 60 percent from
1981, a generation ago.
And the number is

growing. more rewarding.
Ham radio will never have ,, i _ ' Py, . “With ham radio you can talk to
the sex appeal of the new people, all kinds of ages,

iPhone, but it does have a certain nerd appeal, saysraces, and i§ just amazing what a little radio can do.

Allen Weiner an analyst at the technology research Because no matter where you're at, if you have the
firm Gartner right stuf and the right power you can talk to anyone,”

he says.
“If it creates its own experience, thateally what

key here,” he says. “If it just emulates an experienceJonathars dad, ve Dunn, says the polite chitchat

that you can get online, sthot going to grow between ham radio operators is good for teenagers. “If
young people have the opportunity to communicate

Newcomers to ham radio include Helen Schlarman, with a wide range of people, that instills a certain

89, who has a compact, two-way radio in her home iamount of confidence in their ability to carry on the

suburban € Louis. She looks up a friend across townost art of small talk,” he says.

by pushing the talk button, announcing the letters and
numbers of his call sign (\W-S-J-S), and then Even the most die-hard hams concede that amateur

announcing her own (M-A-K-I). radio will never be a mainstream hobWyith smart

. _ phones and other devices, people are more plugged in
Steve Schmitz voice crackles through Schlarm&n’  to the Internet than before. But people are still

radio. discovering the joy of communicating with a
“Hi Helen, how you doingW-0-S-J-S?” he says, technology thas existed for nearly a century
ending his response with his own call letters.

Many “hams,” as they’re known, hang postcards fronhthink most of us can remember the time when Radio
global contacts on their walls, the way hunters showShack actually sold amateciv,and shortwave

off deer antlers, but Schlarmarchats are mostly radios,and we can certainly remember those yearly
local. She says this hobby is perfect for an outgoing catalogs that Radio Shack use to prirglW you
person who spends a lot of time inside. want to be nostalgic here‘s a website that shows

every page of every catalog that Radio Shack
produced.Click onvww.radioshackcatalogs.coamd
take a trip down memory lane.

73's

“It' s a diferent community she says. “There [are] no
stereotypes of age;stjust talking and sharing and
enjoying.”

Until recently ham radio was declining as older

operators diedThen the Federal Communications ~P€an Bugess KB1IPGH
Commission phased out the Morse code test that M Wara Clerk

saw as a stumbling block to getting a license. Last year



New England QSO Party

Ar e you ready for a little more contest

operating or a little warm-up for the upcoming
Field Day?

Join us at the club house as we participate in the:

In this contest New Englandé&®ions will try to work
non-New England tations.And best of all non-New
England &ations will be trying to work New England
Stations (thas us ).

On top of this there are four other contests running
during our contest: (1) MARAC County Hunters
Contest, (2) Indiana QSO Par(@) ARI International
DX Contest (Italian DX), (4) 7tArea QSO PartyAnd

We will be operating on Saturday May 1st from 4PMfinally, when not working those non-New England

until LAM and then again on Sunday May 2nd from
9AM until 8PM.We will have at least three stations
set-up, operating on 80-40-20-15-10m with Phone,
CW,and Digital modes.

Come have some fun and make some @3Dd get

Stations, work those New Englan¢a8ons to help the
club qualify for the following award&VorkedAll

New EnglandAward; Worked all MaineAward;
Worked all Massachusetts Countfesard; Worked

All Rhode Island Countiedward; Connecticut

your callsign in the logbook. Challenge yourself and CountiesAward; Worked all NHAward; Worked

try to operate on more than one mode.

VermontAward.

Maybe work all three. Learn how to operate our radios
COME HAVE SOME FUN ! WE NEED
YOUR OPERATING HELP!

plus how to log contacts with our contest logging
software.

CAARA Emegency Communications Group held a meeting at the Lanesville Community . Géeter

guest speaker did a great job.



Have you ever wondered why CAARAeld Day runs so smoothly¥ell, it's all about the planning
meetings that occur Sunday mornings at the club on a regularly scheduled times...get involved!
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An authentic 1933 ham radio station - From
the left:A 1932 Hammarlund Comet Pro
receiver speakercoil box and the QStard

of the first owner Dar@ucott, W3CRY, of
Atlantic City, NJ. Right: a well-made
homebrew 300 watt transmitter built by Joe
Hoffman,W2DST of NewYork. Table and
wall: the 1933 station log, license, lamp and
chair of EarlAbbott, W2FTT, Manahawkin,
NJ, and a collection of 1930QSLcards

from southern New Jersey hams.




This is what you are missing if you are not present at the monthly meetiigcdresday evening.

RadioTimtron Worldwide is a rock and roll
variety show hosted bjimtron, WA1HLR. One
of the most entertaining programs\WBCQ,
RadioTimtron Worldwide combines rock music,
comedy and the occcasional skit into a show
always worth tuning in to.

RadioTimtron Worldwide can be heard Saturdays
at 7PM eastern time aMdednesdays at 5PM
eastern time olVBCQ 7.415 MHz.

Timtr on is the nickname ofim Smith, WA1HLR.
Tim is famous as aAM radio enthusiast, known for a
vast knowledge oAM radio engineering. On most

evenings, he can be heard operating his ham station on or né thimdow of 3885 KHz. He is closely
associated withVBCQ, and assistetllan Weiner in the construction of the station. He also is a frequent
WBCQ on-air personalityfimtron’s radio showRadioTimtron Worldwide, has entertained listeners for over
eight years olVBCQ.

Timtron resides in a compound in Skowhegan, Maine. In the earlysl989®home was destroyed by a fire.
Today his primary transmitter facilities are in an old school bus parked on his property
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The CAARAVEC team working hard correcting tests and handling the paperwork for the
new hams and upgrades.

Amateur Radio Militar y Appr eciation Day

Hello FellowARMAD Operators:

If you are planning on operating this ygalease let us kngvand also post on themateur Radio message
boards. Radio stations, and groups are looking to help us with publicity as we work with National Military
Appreciation Month. (NMAM)

Each local club, or individual can run its 0&RMAD set up over HFVHF, D-STAR, Echolink, IRLPor other
modes.

The purpose is to ask for people to honortmops and/eterans over the air with messages of appreciation.
Operation times are at your discretion.

VISIT: www.armad.nefor more information.
Let's “HAM IT UPFORTHE TROOPS”

Sincerely

Emery, KBOIBW



FCC CITES IPAD ASANOTHER REASON FOR  to see if they might have a viewable print but none
BROADBAND SPECTRUM could be found.

The FCC is using the high level public response ovekVell, when "The Ham¥Vide World" went into distri-

the release okpple's iPad to put in a plug for finding bution back about 40 years ago, it was a loan out
more spectrum for wireless broadband use. In a blogProgram from what was then tA&RL Film Library.
posting OrApr" 2nd’ the FCC's chief Spectrum po“cy Its estimated that there were two to three dozen COpieS
analyst, Phil Bellaria teamed with depitreless of "The HamsWNide World" in circulation, and in the
Bureau Chief John Leibovitz to pointed to the long Off chance that one or two never got returned to

lines atApple stores as evidence that broadband is League headquarters, we are turning to all of you.
going mobile fast and in a big way Especially any old timers who were responsible for

getting programs for radio club meetings back in the

According to Belllaria and Leibovitz, more and more €arly to mid 1970's. .

Americans seemingly do not want to be tethered to a

desktop computer or even a laptdpey want a light Perhaps you borrowed a copy of "The Hakride
mobile device they with which they can curl up on th&Vorld” and fogot to send it back. Maybe its still

sofa with to watch an online movie, stow in a back- Sitting in your attic, closet or basement. If you do
pack for Subway reading’ or pass around tfieef happen to have such a film print, Dave would love to
with the latest vacation pictures. Belllaria and borrow it for the restoration process.

Leibovitz say that the broadband connections that

enable this flexibility are wireless and points out the You can contact Dave BeW6AQ, by e-mail to

need for more spectrum for mobile broadband that tifamovies@aol.com. He says that he would sincerely
FCC has identified in the National Broadband Plan. appreciate your help. (ARNewsline™)

They point out that many of the iPads currently rely Morse code praCtice via Echolink
solely onWiFi to connect to the Internéthey said

that the FCC should know before long what the impagéu can now get Morse code practice sessions on your
of the iPad will have on spectrum use. (Published  2m FM hand held by using Echolink to connect to the

Reports) W1AW Conference Server ‘WMBDCT' Node
37374.

PRODUCER DAVE BELL W6AQ LOOKING

FOR EILM COPY OE"THE HAMS WIDE Audio fromW1AW’s CWcode practices and CW/

WORLD" digital bulletins is now available using EchoLink via

theW1AW Conference Server “WAMBDCT” Node
If you are old enough to remember back to when ~ Number 37374The 9:45 PM E'phone bulletin is
movies in school classrooms and on television werecurrently unavailable visv1AWBDCT. The audio is

shown on film, then you also may remember that mcggnt in real-time and runs concurrently Vi1 AW'’s
non theatrical movies were shot and distributed on 16&gular transmission schedule.
millimeter film. Almost all of the early movies about . . .

y According toW1AW Sation Managedoe Carcia,

ham radio were photographed on 16 millimeter inclug-

ing the 1969 Dave BelW6AQ, classic titled "The JlQ_’ Eh'.s Serveris curr(_ently atan experimental
) i stage: “Since the server is locatedRRL — and
HamsWide World.

uses théRRL's Internet connection — there may be

an issue as to how many users can connect to

Well Dave would like to restore that.move ﬁmd SevereV1AWBDCT via EchoLink The current number of
others but so far no really decent prints of "The Hams

Wide World" have been foundhe only projectable connections is set to 350. If th(_e curre_nt system can
. , properly handle these connections without adversely
one located so far is very fadédvideo transfer done .
. : ffecting the performance of the conference server
some 25 years ago used a film print that was severe Kis aumber will be bumped up hiakier
scratchedA few months ago th@RRL was contacted b bhig



All users who connect to the conference server are
muted. Please note that any questions or comments
shouldnot be sent via the ‘xt” window in

EchoLink. Please send any questions or comments to
wlaw@arrl.og.

Sourcehttp://www.arrl.olg/news/

wlaw-ofers-code-practice-bulletins-via-echolink The :american'ﬁ";ﬁ?n”nelay Le

Department of Commerce engineers looking for
radio pirates in 1922 (before the FCC)

§ 1925 of the
- Dartmouth
College
Radio $ation



The Club Spring Dinner was held at Fortune Palace in Eg¢ekad about 12 members attend and
enjoy a fine meal with plenty of good conversatiaanSW4HIX and his wife won two of the door
prizes donated by Curtis-AA3JE and DeRVB1Wwife won the other book.




Time for a New Potable PowerPack?

By Chris J. Smith, K1CJS

The summer season is here again, and for those of us who get out of the shack and into the backyard or th
wide open spaces, the thought of bringing that rig with you and making a few contacts may be on your mind.
the other hand, hurricane season is also here again on the east coast, and there are some who are thinkin
updating those emgency go kits that some of us keep in readiness.

Those were a few of my thoughts when | started going through my equipment from lassgeaially when |
contemplated having to lug around a car battery so | could power my gear and other 12 volt goodies out wher
there is no power readily available. | figured on using a car battery because | had a spare, and for the past se
or eight years, | had runfad pair of garden tractor batteries. One of those batteries had gone too far to save an
the other was not much bettef-ethey were both old. Howevgthe car battery | thought about using weighed
more than those two batteries combinBuere was also the fact of the dangers of wet cell batteries, tolerable in
smaller lighter batteries, but increasingly greater igéarheavier onedVith all those considerations in mind,

it was obviously time for a newesafer power pack.

| had thought about getting one of those car starting power packs, but in my opinion there were too many stril
against them to make that a viable option. Modifying the pack to eliminate the extra connectors on it which
were useless to me (my vehicle has an aftermarket dual battery system) ancApdeirspn Power Poles on it,

the length of time those packs may have been sitting on the shelf waiting to be bought (or in transit in those
calgo containers from overseas), getting the right size battery replacement if the battery did go bad, and othet
considerations led me to believe a better alternative was to plan and build a new portable power pack, even
though the initial cost may be more than an of

the shelf unit.

| started with the consideration of the gel cellg
themselves. | figured that replacement
batteries, although not an issue navay be in
the future. | chose a commonly found and
readily available batteyyhe 12 volt 7 amp
hour size that have been and still are commo
as replacements in lglar and smaller fire
alarm panelsThey’re readily available at most
electrical supply houses and electronics store
and cost $20 to $25 each. For extended
operating time, | chose to build the pack with
four of them wired in parallel.

The type battery selected forthe project,
Approximate size is 6 1/2" x 2 2" x 3 ¥2".
Each battery weighs appioximately 8 Ibs.

| then measured and figured what would be needed to construct the pack, and came up with a minimum size
the box that would house the unit—but what kind of box should | use? | wanted something that would be easi
transportable and durable and would “cushion” the batteries inside. | was about to go shopping for a box whe
remembered my habit of saving things | may use again—maybe something in the garage waiiét edittle

looking | had the perfect box—an old polyethylene tool box that was sturdy enough to do the job and just abo



the right sizeThe box itself is water resistant,
but that was a moot point because of the
construction of the power pole socket.

Then | looked in the ol’ shack junkbox, and
came up with a terminal strip, two blade type
in-line fuse holders and the 4 needed 30 amp
fuses (two spares). Each fuse protects two of
theAnderson Power Pole paiis.couple of
years ago | had bought three power pole
sockets like the one shown here to use in the
shack and had only used two—n@s you see,
the third one has found a home.

The Anderson PowerPole socket cut into
one end of the toolbox top.

Add to the parts list a few lengths of ten and twelve gauge wire and a couple of pieces of wood to mount the
terminal strip and to use as spac@&wtal time spent modifying, assembling and wiring the unit came to about
four hoursThe result of all this, as you can
see, is a custom built power pack, probably a
little more expensive than anfdiie shelf unit,
but with none of the unneeded bells and
whistles. Chaging is easily accomplished by
connecting a battery clger to the powerpole
connector

The inside wiring. The fuse holders ae at
the top and bottom of the terminal strip.A
later refinement will probably be circuit
breakers, set into the lid on eitheside of the

4 power pole sockets, for easier access.

If everything needed for this mini-project wereg
bought newthe cost would probably be in the
$120 to $140 dollar range—my cost for the
needed materials for the one I built was about

$85—reduced by some junk box contributions and one ‘save it, it may be useful’ old tool box.

Of course, some of you havefdifent requirements for your standby pack, you may need greater capacity or not
as much. One nice part of this idea is you can modify it as you need to—mageriblasmalleror convert/
plan for extra space for a place to hold harnesses or other needed accessories. Other plusses are you can b
as you see fit and you dariave to go with something pre-made and possibly not suitable for your uses.

One cautionary note—if you build one of these power packs, make sure the toolbox you use is made of heaw
gauge polyethylene—especially if you use géamox to house more or ¢gar batteriesThe cheap $7 to $10
toolboxes readily available at discount storealf¥art and K-Mart) just will not stand up to the weight of the
batteries—my finished pack weighs in at just under 40 Ibs. Either the box will crack open spilling the batteries
and tearing out the wiring or the handle will pull tife box itself and the whole thing will fall. Believe me, you
don't want your toes under those batteries if they do fall!



CLUB PROJECT?
75 METER AM TRANSCEIVER RIG

This project is a frankly nostalgic look back at our hobby of 50 years agyooitl been updated using
all modern components.

Features:
Board size 3.5” x 5.27”
Tunable Receivel50 kHz, selectable, varicap-tuned
4 kHz receiver crystal filter
Room-filling speaker volume
Crystal-controlledransmit- 3885 kHz supplied
Board pads for™@ crystal frequengyremotely switchable
Transmitter output power: 2.584rrier/ 8Wpeak
Transmit and ReceiveLCs
Uses readily-available and inexpensive dynamic mics
Built-in Alignment function

Ordering: $65 (US/Canada), $70 (all others)- includes shipping- via PayiRdld@earthlink.net
or check/money order to:

SmallWonder Labs, ®. Box 187, Newport NH 03773 USA

Our product line:

CW TransceiversThe SW+ series
The RockMite Series
PSK31TransceiversThe PSK Series
The ‘Warbler
AM Transceiver§he ‘Retro-75’
AccessoriesThe Freg-Mite




























A photo from Nearfest Fleamarket...Joe-K1JEK ,who
manufactures Cobrantennas, was installing a sample
up in the tree and mangad to have the feedline drop
right on top of some electrical lighting wires....A good
picture of how not to do it!



| went up to Nearfest Friday at 9am and within one hour after opening this is what the Fair
grounds looked like. Excellent weathgood food, lots of ham geand the chance to have an
eyeball with hams you talk to on the.air



